One would like to print the whole text; it is a
noble document. Its general effect was to give the
Lithuanian gentry the coats of arms and privileges of
the Polish gentry, and to give each nation the strength
of the other against external enemies. " May love
unite us, make us equals/' they wrote, "we whom
religion and identity of laws and privileges have
already joined".

WIT STWOSZ, MEDIAEVAL                [1438-1533]

SCULPTOR

In western books you will see him referred to as
Veit Stoss, the German form of his name. He was one
of the greatest wood-carvers of his age, and in addition
to what he himself accomplished, he quite definitely
inspired some of the work of Albrecht Durer and other
of his Nuremberg fellow-workers. Most of his work
was executed at Cracow, where he was born in 1430
and lived till he was 58, and at Nuremberg, where
because of his long residence he is claimed as a German.
But he was undoubtedly a Pole.

His masterpiece, notwithstanding his great work in
Germany, is recognized by all to be the altar-piece in
the Church of St. Mary at Cracow, containing scenes
from the life of our Lord and his crucifixion. Many
of the numerous figures are life size, but the favourites
of this writer are the three and four inch heads which
have been reproduced in plaster. These heads are
wonderfully life-like, deeply satisfying as art and
superb as decoration. There are 8 large reproductions
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